A NEW IDEOLOGY    IV
the memory of those who assembled there, if I recollect that
not many of them dispersed fully in the spirit with which the
critical situation was to have been met.
The discussion in that Camp practically covered the entire
field of political theories and practice. Cherished ideals, con-
victions and faiths were subjected to a critical examination.
Having appraised the usefulness  of certain political practices,,
until then believed to be revolutionary activity, we came to the-
conclusion that they were futile and might under circumstances
be even harmful.
The principles of political theories and practice as well as
the ideals of revolution, which emerged from the discussions of
the first Dehradun Camp were generically called by us scientific
politics. The term scientific politics was not new. It is generally
admitted that, being a branch of social science, politics is also a
science. Political theories are considered to be scientific theories.
Nevertheless, political practice is very largely a matter of"
emotion, and that is particularly so in our country. Political
theories are also very largely, determined by emotion, by our
wishes, by our desires. In any case, we should admit in the very-
beginning that political practice is really a matter of emotion.
Politics as a branch of social science is a science, but at the^
same time, political science is practised by human beings. Humaa
beings can be the object of scientific examination in more than..
one way. Yet, the basic urge of all human acitivity is emotional.
Therefore, it is quite correct to say that political practice is-
very largely emotional, and it is very difficult to practise politics,
scientifically.
I may digress for a minute to illustrate what I mean. One
guiding principle of all scientific investigation is that no pro-
position should be given the credit of being scientific unless it
can be stated in mathematical terms. Now, many propositions of"
social science, many propositions even of politics, can be stated
approximately in that manner. But where emotions are concer-
ned, science must be modest and should not claim a very high
degree of probability for its propositions. Emotion is  one of'
the forms of biological activities which  cannot yet be measured
mathematically. Therefore, it is so very difficult to lay down*,
very rigid laws of political practice.   But, on the other hand,.